Statutes of the Open Semantic Data Association e.V.

Marith 20

1

Name, Seat, and Fiscal Year

The association named “Open Semantic Data As-
sociation e.V.” (OSDA), herein referred to as the
Association, has its seat in Karlsruhe and is regis-
tered in the €icial register of societies and asso-
ciations. The fiscal year of the Association is the
calendar year, i.e. it starts on January 1st and ends rently most prominent such system is Seman-
December 31st.
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2.1

2.2

2.3

Objectives 24

The purpose of the Association is the advance-
ment of the sciences and education, including
national and vocational education, as well as
student aid. This includes to encourage and
support the creation, collection, and distribu-
tion of Open Content for the public good, in
order to promote equal opportunities in ac-
cess to knowledge, education, and the results
of science. Open Content in the sense of these
statutes is content that is published under a
license allowing everyone to use, share, and
modify the content freely. o5

The Association specifically aims at Open
Content that is published in machine-
understandable formats that allow its compu-
tational analysis and automated processing.
Examples of such content are openly available
databases and linked open data. The Associa-
tion's objectives include the free availabilityz-6
of the necessary technical infrastructure
for the creation, distribution, and usage of
such content. This involves in particular the
availability of suitable software applications
and their documentation as Open Content, i.e.
as free and open source software.

The Association will, for collecting and dis2.7
tributing open content, mainly, but not ex-
clusively, consider semantic wikis. Wikis are
software systems that are accessible over the
Web, allowing their users the access and mod-

ification of their content, thus enabling their

collaborative creation. The best-known exam-
ple is the free encyclopedia Wikipedia. Se-
mantic wikis are wikis that allow the system-

atic creation and acquisition of structured data,
enabling their further processing and publish-
ing in machine-processable formats. The cur-

tic MediaWiki (SMW).

The purpose of the Association will be
achieved in particular by monitoring the im-
plementation of the regularly scheduled in-
ternational conference “SMWCon” as a user
and developer forum for all aspects of the use
of semantic wikis, and especially of Seman-
tic MediaWiki. The objective of SMWCon is
sharing knowledge and experiences about the
usage of semantic wikis. The contents of the
conference will be made available freely as
much as possible, e.g. through freely available
video recordings, in order to contribute to the
general purpose of the Association.

The Association may provide to or organize
means for other tax-exempt bodies or bodies
constituted under public law, provided they are
used exclusively for the objectives of the As-

sociation, or become their member and partic-
ipate in them.

The Association pursues exclusively and di-
rectly charitable purposes within the mean-
ing of “tax-privileged purposes” (German:

“steuerbeginstigte Zwecke”) of the tax code.
The Association aims at the public good and
does not primarily pursue its own economic
goals.

Association funds may only be used for statu-
tory purposes. The members do not receive
any form of payment from the funds of the
Association. No person may benefit from as-
sociation funds for objectives not aligned with
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2.8

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5

the Association or by disproportionally high  be made within 14 days from receipt of the for-
amounts. mal note of termination. Membership is sus-

pended while the appeal is being considered.
The Association is politically, ethnically, and Ruling on the appeals is made by the Steering
religiously neutral. Comnmittee.

) . ) 3.6 Only full members are entitled to vote at the
Member ship and Voting Rights members’ meeting, and only full members are

o _ eligible to be elected to an associatiafice.
The Association consists of:

e full members, and 4 Membership Fees
e honorary members.
The General Assembly decides about the charging
All natural persons of legal age can becongg admission fees, membership fees, or prorated
full members. Applications for membershigontributions based on the proposal of the Steer-
can be sent in text form to the Managemeiig Committee. Honorary members are never re-
Board. The Steering Committee decides on tiagired to pay admission fees, membership fees, or
applications at its absolute discretion. There jorated contributions.
no obligation to explain the decision to appli-
cants.
5 Organsof the Association
Honorary membership can be bestowed on
any person in recognition of extraordinaryhe Organs of the Association are:
achievements in creating and distributing open
content or beneficial to the Association itselfg) the Management Board,
A person must be formally nominated by at
least two full members. Honorary memberg) the Steering Committee, and
are elected by the General Assembly.

(c) the General Assembly.
Membership ends in case of death, exemption,

and withdrawal. Withdrawal from the Associ-

ation is possible at the end of the fiscal yedd M anagement Board

It must be announced in written form to the

Management Board. The end of membersh@l The Management Board consists of a presi-
also is the end of any activities in Management dent, a vice-president, and a treasurer. This
Board or Steering Committee. consistutes the board (“Vorstand”) according

to 826 BGB. Each of these is authorized to
Membership can be terminated by the Man- represent.

agement Board in case of a member's mis-

use of their membership or if a member harn&2 The Management Board is responsible for all
the reputation of the Association. The member matters of the Association that have not been
must be formally informed of the termination  delegated to another organ of the Association
of membership by the Management Board, in these statutes. In particular, the Manage-
with explanation of the reasons. Appeals can ment Board is responsible for

2
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(a) the preparation of and invitation to general ~ Steering Committee

assemblies and Steering Committee meet-
ings, and the compilation of the agendaﬂ?.l The Steering Committee consists of 5 to 20

members of the Association which always in-

(b) the execution of decisions of the General
clude the members of the Management Board.

Assembly and of the Steering Committee,
(c) the preparation of the budget, accounting,2 The Steering Committee takes decisions as de-

and compilation of the annual report, scribed in Section 9. A decision of the Steering
(d) deciding termination of membership ac- Committee is valid if at least half of the mem-
cording to item 3.5 of these statutes. bers of the Steering Committee, including one

member of the Management Board, participate
or are substituted in the meeting, or have their
vote cast in advance according to 9.5.

In all matters of special importance, the Man-
agement Board shouldffect a resolution of

the Steering Committee. In particular, this is
required for all deals or transactions wortfd.3 The Steering Committee has to

more than EUR 506 i , )
(a) decide location and time of the conference

6.3 The Management Board takes decisions in “SMWCon,”
meetings to which the president invites. Meet- (b) decide on the local chairs for each confer-
ings may take the form of telephone or chat ence, and further optional chairs

conferences. An agenda does not need to be
communicated. There is no requirement on

how long in advance invitations to Manage- _ o _

(c) define the responsibilities for the ap-
pointed chairs,

Management Board can take decisions if at tion according to Section 3,

least two of its members participate. Decisions (e) decide on the activities of the Associa-
are made with simple majorities. If the number tion, especially on matters of special im-
of votes for and against a proposal are equal, portance, and deals or transactions above
the vote of the president or vice-president de- the worth specified in item 6.2,

cides. Taking decisions in written correspon- (1) approve the annual report of the Manage-
dence is possible if all members of the Man- ment Board and the cash report,

agement Board agree to this mode. (g) elect the Management Board, i.e. the pres-

6.4 Only members of the Steering Committee can ident, the vice-president, and the treasurer,
be elected into the Management Board. (h) choose auditors,

6.5 The term of fice of the Management Board (i) suggest members for the Steering Com-
members is three years. Board members may mittee,
be re-elected. The Management Board re- (j) suggest honorary members,

mains in dfice until a new one is elected. (k) decide on amending the statutes,

6.6 The Management Board is responsible for the (I) decide on the dissolution of the Associa-
timely action by the Association to comply tion.

with the statutes. _ -
7.4 After the founding of the Association, the

6.7 The liability of the Management Board is lim- Steering Committee consists of the founding
ited to intent and gross negligence. members.
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7.5 Members of the Steering Committee are & M eetings and Votes

7.6

7.7

8.1

8.2

office for three years. Withdrawal from the
Steering Committee is possible at any tim&1
by sending a formal notification to the Man-
agement Board. If a person’s membership in
the Steering Committee ends while the person
is a member of the Management Board, then
the membership in the Steering Committee ex-
tends automatically for that time. 9.2

If the membership of a person in the Steering
Committee ends, the committee can propose a
successor to be elected by the General Assem-
bly. Re-election is possible. Additional mem-
bers may be appointed to the Steering Com-
mittee upon suggestion by the Steering Com-
mittee and election by the General Assembly.

Decisions to amend the statutes or to dissolve
the Association must be decided by a three3
fourth majority of the present members.

General Assembly

The General Assembly has to convene at least
every two years, usually co-located with a
SMWCon. The assembly is quorate in pres-
ence of at least five members or a quarter of
the members.

The General Assembly has to:
() gather and discuss suggestions for the ac-

tivities of the Association,

(b) receive the annual report of the Manage-
ment Board and the cash report,

(c) discharge the Management Board,
(d) elect honorary members, and

(e) elect the members of the Steering Corf-4
mittee.

Meetings in the sense of this section are Gen-
eral Assemblies or Steering Committee meet-
ings. In these cases, all full members respec-
tively the Steering Committee members have

the right to participate. The meeting chair may

admit silent observers to the meeting.

The president — or in case of the president’s
unavailability the vice president — has to send
out an invitation in text form to everyone with
the right to participate two weeks in advance
of the meeting. The invitation has to include
the agenda. Motions to amend the agenda have
to be announced and justified prior to the start
of the meeting. Decision on the acceptance of
agenda amendments is made by the Steering
Committee by simple majority vote.

For Steering Committee meetings (but not
General Assemblies), remote participation in
the meeting and in votes can be via any suit-
able communication channel, e.g. via phone,
IRC chats, etc. Suitability requires that the
identity of the participant can be authenti-
cated. A participant has the right for a rea-
sonable means of remote participation if re-
quested at least a week prior to the meeting.
The meeting chair decides on the channels
for remote participation that are provided for
a specific meeting. If text-based communica-
tion channels such as IRC chats are used, one
participant present in the meeting is chosen
as a moderator of the channel, who informs
the remote participants about the course of the
meeting, facilitates the votes of the remote par-
ticipants, and generally mediates between the
different communication means. The meeting
can be continued if remote participants drop
out of the meeting due to unexpected techni-
cal issues.

Members with the right to participate may
nominate another member as a substitute for a
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9.5

9.6

9.7

9.8

10

meeting. The substitute must present a writt@ount and reporting of the results of the audit at the
authorization (per email or letter) in order t@&eneral Assembly.

act as a substitute. No member may substitute

more than two other members. The authorizg- . .
tion must explicitly address a specific meetin .2 Dissolution

Any member with the right to participate whd/PON dissolution of the Association or loss of tax-
communicates his decision on an item of tH¥ivileges the assets of the Association will be
agenda in text form until 24 hours before thgiven to a public corporation or a tax-exempt cor-

agenda item. ences and education, including national and voca-

tional education, as well as student aid. The Steer-
A scribe is selected at the beginning of eadgliy Committee determines the receiver along with
meeting. He records written minutes that mugie decision to dissolve the Association.
include a list of participants and all voting
results of a meeting. The final minutes ar
signed by the scribe. The scribe makes tl@ ChangeS to the Statutes for Le-
minutes accessible to all other members who gal Reasons

had the right to participate within 14 days af-
ter the meeting. The Management Board is entitled to modify the

charter without consulting the Steering Committee
Insofar no other rules apply, all decisions afechanges are required by the registration court or
made with simple majorities, i.e. a motiorby tax authorities for legal reasons, provided that
is accepted if there are more votes for thafe changes comply with the spirit of the statutes.

against the motion. If the numbers of votes amne changes must be communicated to the mem-
equal, the motion is rejected. Abstentions angérs within 14 days.
invalid votes do not count.

Decisions are made according to democratic
principles. Requests for secret voting must be
granted.

Conduct of the Association’s
Business

The Association’s business is conducted by the
Management Board in accordance with the Steer-
ing Committee’s decisions.

11 Awuditors

Two auditors must be named from the ranks of
the participants of the General Assembly. Their re-
sponsibility is the verification of the treasurer’s ac-
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